Recommended insulation levels for retrofitting existing wood-framed buildings
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Zone Floor
Uninsulated Attic Existing 3—4 Inches of Insulation
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2 R30 to R60 R25 to R38 R13 to R19
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4 R38 to R60 R38 R25 to R30
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Wall Insulation: Whenever exterior siding is removed on an
Uninsulated wood-frame wall:
* Drill holes in the sheathing and blow insulation into the empty wall cavity before installing the new siding, and
* Zones 3-4: Add RS insulative wall sheathing bencath the new siding,
* Zoncs 5-8: Add RS 1o R6 insulative wall sheathing beneath the new siding.
Insulated wood-frame wall:
* For Zones 4 1o 8: Add RS insulative sheathing before installing the new siding,
Reference: DOE/CE-0180 2008, Insulation Fac Sheet

References: 1. DOE/CE-0180 2008, Insulation Fact Sheet.

Mote: The map and tables shown are the Department of Energy’s (DOE) R-value recommendations for existing homes and are based on
comparing future energy savings to the current cost of installing insulation. Savings vary. Find out why in the seller's fact sheet on R-values.
Higher R-values mean greater insulating power.



